The City

Module 3

module 3

Welcome to the city
O
Students will:
• review profiles of the Life Stage Characters, which they’ll use to
explore various financial situations and documents
• form groups associated with each character and discuss their
character’s personality
• make posters representing their character’s personality and present
them to the class
Students are introduced to characters at different stages of life in a
variety of financial circumstances. By examining realistic financial
documents related to the characters throughout the activities, students
will learn financial life skills safely through hands-on exercises.

C
This module supports student use of Modules 2 to 10.

O
Following this activity, students will be able to:
• describe the financial and lifestyle features of characters they will use
to explore typical financial situations and documents throughout the
activities
• relate the Life Stage Characters’ personal and financial status to the
stage their own life is in

Ma
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• copy for each student of Story 3-1, Welcome to The City (optional)
• profiles of the eight Life Stage Characters, cut so each profile is a
separate sheet
• eight sets of poster materials including large sheets of paper,
magazines and art supplies
• copy for each student of:
+ Handout 3-1, Character Profile
+ Handout 3-2, Quick Quiz – Introducing the Life Stage Characters
• overhead projector, if using

I
• one lesson (approximately 60 minutes)
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character profile
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S
1. Explain that:
• Students will work in small groups with fictional characters to learn
about financial skills in the lessons that follow.
• In this lesson, students will form groups to learn about their
characters.
• Students will add details to a profile of the character in order to
describe the group’s ideas about the character’s personality.
2. Present Story 3-1, “Welcome to The City,” to the class. Discuss the
story by asking questions like the following:
• What are the time period and location of The City?
+ Time and place are vague, but The City is an urban environment
slightly in the future.
• How would you describe the setting of The City?
+ A nice café in a dark, seedy, edgy city.
• What’s similar to present-day life in The City? What’s different?
+ Characters have similar social and financial concerns, work in
similar jobs, etc. Information technology is somewhat more
advanced, and the Metro government is more centralized and
authoritarian.
• What would you like or dislike about living in The City?
+ Answers will vary.
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3. Review the list of Life Stage Characters with the class. Point out that
they vary in age, education, career goals and steady income. The Life
Stage Characters are:
• Luna, an 18-year-old high school graduate working part-time and
attending university
• Nikos, an 18-year-old high school graduate enrolled in a work/study
apprenticeship program
• Rio, a 20-year-old high school graduate working full-time with plans
to be a sports pro
• Sienna, a 20-year-old college graduate working at two part-time jobs
• Indigo, a 25-year-old university graduate with a job
• Liam, a 25-year-old college graduate with a wife and one child and a job
• Zack, a 45-year-old self-employed consultant sharing custody of a
high school-aged daughter living at home and one at university
• Gaia (pronounced Guy-Ah), a 45-year-old café owner sharing custody
of a high school-aged daughter living at home and one at university
4. Arrange the eight Life Stage Characters profiles around the room.
Explain that each character has a profile but that students will add
details to their characters, consistent with the profile.
TI

5. Divide the class into eight groups and assign each group to one of the
characters. Have the groups review their character profiles.
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6. Distribute Handout 3-1, “Character Profile,” to the groups.
Have the groups:
• Discuss their characters using the questions in the handout.
• Create more details about the lifestyle, education and career goals of
their Life Stage Characters (provided the details are consistent with
the profile).
• Use the paper, magazines and art supplies to produce posters
illustrating the Life Stage Character and how his or her life stage is
reflected in his or her personality, lifestyle and environment.
• Present their characters to the class, outlining the character’s
lifestyle, education and career or occupation choices.
7. Point out that the groups will learn more about their Life Stage
Characters as the activities continue. Have students place Handout 3-1
in their Financial Life Skills folder or portfolio.

E
• Monitor the student groups as they create details about their Life
Stage Characters. Review students’ Handout 3-1, “Character Profile,”
to ensure students can describe the specific life stage characteristics
of their Life Stage Characters, and that the details they add are
consistent with the given profiles.
• Distribute Handout 3-2, “Quick Quiz – Introducing the Life Stage
Characters,” and have the class complete the quiz. Correct answers are
as follows:
1) Describe three characteristics of The City.
Answer: The City has a financial system similar to Canada’s, it's set a
little in the future, and is gritty, dark and edgy.
2) What are the name, age and two other characteristics of the Life
Stage Character whose finances you’ll be examining?
Answers will vary. Refer to Life Stage Characters Profiles.
3) In what ways are the characteristics of the Life Stage Character
you are examining similar to those of a student in your area who is
preparing for the transition from secondary school?
Answers will vary, but in general the Life Stage Characters and the
students will both need a variety of financial knowledge and products
and need to plan to manage their finances and avoid problems.
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E
• Have students use a digital camera or scanner to capture a digital
image of each poster. Have them merge the images of all eight Life
Stage Characters to produce a one-page class poster or collage.
• Have students write a series of diary entries in a notebook for their Life
Stage Characters describing the daily activities of the characters and
the financial challenges they encounter.
• Have students make up their own Life Stage Character, and describe
the dreams and ambitions of the character, including the financial
challenges the character faces.

3.3

3.3

The City

Module 3

Story 3-1
+

+

Welcome to the city
+

+

Welcome to The City. Enter through this portal. Passport, ID, contraband check. Fingerprints, iris scan.
Watch where you walk. Stay out of the dangerous places.
What danger, you say? Oh, sure, it looks so normal. There’s parks and trees, Metro-flats and
shops, kids playing, people strolling. So ordinary. So nice.
Don’t be fooled. There are also dark places where you’d rather not know what’s going on.
Whispers. Shadows.
Of course, there are conveniences. Flash your wrist-pod at this music terminal. Synth-vibe, bio-trad,
alt-fusion... name it and you can download it. Short of cash? If there’s one thing that’s easy here,
it’s getting your hands on money. Quick stop at your MetroBank terminal and the transfer’s made.
Holding onto your money – now, that’s a different story.
Hungry? Good. Here’s The Hub café. The neighbourhood hangout. Good food. Open late, into the
desperate hours.
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Gaia, the owner, she’s a tough one. Wants you to think so, anyway. The new chef, Sienna – she
can throw together salvation on a plate. Smell that? Chocolate… cinnamon… chili… mmmm…
There’s Rio. He’s the jock Game player, working as a dishwasher until he gets signed as a pro
– or so he hopes. Nikos, a young wrist-pod technician. You’ll find him sitting alone, nursing a
coffee. He’s got a thing for Luna, the waitress, a university student, who might have a thing for
Rio, who definitely would like to get something going with her. The usual tangled triangle.
The tall guy who needs a shave? That’s Liam, Gaia’s nephew. Nice guy, new dad. Always strapped
for cash, what with the baby and wife and too many bills.
Watch out when Zack comes in. He’s Gaia’s ex. Made a success as a corporate mover, and he
doesn’t mind rubbing Gaia’s nose in it. Especially when he has his new young flame, Indigo, on
his arm.
Wait – what’s that sweeping yellow-green searchlight? SecurGuard cruiser! Quick – inside the
The Hub.
+

+
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+

chArActer Profile
+

+

Name: _______________________________Class/Block: __________ Date: ______________
Review the information about your character. Discuss the character’s personality, and use your
imagination to add details about your character. You can use the following questions to help your
discussion:
What’s your character’s name? _____________________________________________________
What’s your character’s age and occupation?__________________________________________
What does your character like to do for fun? __________________________________________
If your character had a pet, what kind would it be?_____________________________________
What kind of music does your character like? _________________________________________
What kind of residence does your character live in? ____________________________________
What source of income does your character have? _____________________________________
Does your character have a high, average or low income? _______________________________
What are the main types of expenses your character has? _______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What are the education and career goals of your character?______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What do you think are the main challenges facing your character now? _____________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What do you like about your character? ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Assignment
Use the information from your group discussion to create a poster showing the main points about
your character. Be prepared to present your poster to the class and describe your character’s
personality, and how his or her lifestyle, education and career reflect his or her life stage.
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lifestage character PROFILEs (cont'd)
+

+

ZAcK
45-year-old marketing consultant, divorced
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• He’s Gaia’s ex-husband. When they were younger, they spent their time volunteering for nonprofits dedicated to doing good in the world. But he got tired of being poor, so he went into
business as a marketing consultant.
• He has a plum contract with MetroForm’s Customer Conditioning Division, which is dedicated to
moulding good consumers. He’s making piles of money, living in a fabulous condo and has lots
of expensive toys, like a sports car and a state-of-the-art home sync-vid system.
• Since he and Gaia split up, he’s had a string of ever-younger and ever-hotter girlfriends, and is
now dating the very-much-younger and very glamorous Indigo.
• He’s tall, handsome and athletic.
• He and Gaia have two daughters, one in high school and one in university, of whom they have
joint custody.
• He and his ex are amicable about sharing the kids, but not much else. Gaia thinks Zack has
become a money-grubbing corporate sell-out, while Zack thinks Gaia uses the café she owns as
an excuse for not even trying to get ahead.

G
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quicK quiZ – introducing the life stAge chArActers
+

+

Name: _______________________________Class/Block: __________ Date: ______________
1. Describe three characteristics of The City.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2. What are the name, age and two other characteristics of the Life Stage Character whose
finances you’ll be examining?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3. In what ways are the characteristics of the Life Stage Character you are examining similar to
those of a student in your area who is preparing for the transition from secondary school?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
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