
CAREER PLANNING EXERCISES #1: 
 

1) Record in your personal finance journal your work history and current           

thoughts about your future work life. What jobs have you held? In each job,              
what experience, knowledge, or skills did you acquire or develop? What are            

your future job preferences, and why do you prefer them? Do you have a              

planned career path? What potential advantages and opportunities do your          
preferences or plans offer? What potential disadvantages and costs may          
your preferences or plans entail? 

 

2) Go online to find out the differences in definition between an occupation            

and a vocation, profession, trade, career, and career path. Which          
combination of concepts best describes the approach you plan to take to            

satisfy your needs for income from future employment? 

 

3) In your personal finance journal, list your most important job skills,           

aptitudes, and preferences on which you plan to expand or build a career.             

Then list the specific job skills you feel you need to develop further through              
additional education or experience. How and where will you get those skills            

and at what cost? Next, describe the lifestyle you hope to support through             
income from future employment. What aspects of that lifestyle would be           

easiest for you to modify or sacrifice for your career or income goals? 

 


